
 

 

 

WEST VIRGINIA 

  
 

 

 

 

Description of the Formula  
 

The Public School Support Program (PSSP) is a plan of financial support for the public schools 

in the State of West Virginia, which specifies statutorily the responsibilities of both the State and 

the fifty-five county school districts. The State’s responsibility for the basic program allowance 

is the total of the allowances calculated under Steps 1 through 7, less the aggregate amount 

calculated as the school district’s local share.    

 

The PSSP is a basic foundation allowance program that provides funding to the local school 

districts for personnel salaries (Steps 1, 2, and 5), employee benefit costs (Step 3), transportation 

operating costs (Step 4), general operating costs, substitute costs and allowances for faculty 

senates (Step 6), and improvement of instructional programs, increase in technology funding, 

and advanced placement programs (Step 7).  Additional allowances are provided for alternative 

education programs, increased enrollment, and other programs.    

 

The number of personnel allowed for funding for each district is determined by the district’s net 

enrollment.  Each district’s state aid allowance is determined by the salary degree classifications 

(pay grade for service personnel) and years of experience of the personnel actually employed by 

the district.  The allowance for student transportation is determined by the actual transportation 

expenditures incurred by each district, within limits, and funding for technology and 

improvements to instructional programs (Step 7a and 7b) is based on the previous year’s 

appropriation plus 15% of the increase in local share for each purpose, respectively. 

 

Districts are divided into the following four groups based on student net enrollment per square 

mile:  

Sparse - Less than 5 students per sq. mile 

Low - 5 to less than 10 students per sq. mile 

Medium - 10 to less than 20 students per sq. mile, and 

High - 20 or more students per sq. mile 



 

 

For the 2010-11 year, the funding limits for professional educators (PE) and service personnel 

(SP) are as follows, plus the minimum limits that districts must maintain in professional 

instructional personnel (PI) are: 

  

Category PE PI SP 

Sparse 72.65 66.15 45.78 

Low 72.50 66.10 45.20 

Medium 72.35 66.00 44.63 

High 72.20 65.90 44.07 

 

The above ratios increase by 0.5% per year through the year 2012-13. 

 

The formula identifies school counselors and school nurses as professional student support 

personnel; funds the number of these personnel employed during the 2007-08 year at the same 

percentages as the number of professional educators employed that are State Aid eligible as to 

funded, and; increases the allowance by 0.5% per year through the year 2012-13. 

 

For the districts with student net enrollments of less than 1,400, increases each district’s net 

enrollment by an amount determined by the following formula:  Determine the enrollment 

difference between the district’s actual enrollment and 1,400; multiply the difference by the 

percent derived by dividing the district’s student population density into the student population 

density of the district with the lowest density, and; restrict the total net enrollment for each 

eligible district so that it does not exceed 1,400. 

  

The same four groups created for steps 1 and 2 are used to determine the allowance for student 

transportation operating costs and bases the allowances on the following percentages of actual 

expenditures:  

 

   

Sparse - 95% 

Low - 92.50% 

Medium - 90%, and; 

High - 87.50% 

 

 

An additional allowance of 10% is provided for the districts that use alternative fuels or transport 

students to and from multi-county vocational centers and exclude the allowance for additional 

buses from the allowance limit of 1/3 above the state average on a per mile basis.  Also, one half 

of 1.0% of each district’s total transportation allowance must be reserved for expenditures for 

trips related to academic classroom curriculum. 

 

District-Based Components 
 



Density/Sparsity of Small Schools 

Districts are divided into the following four groups based on student net enrollment per square 

mile:  

 

Sparse - Less than 5 students per sq. mile 

Low - 5 to less than 10 students per sq. mile 

Medium - 10 to less than 20 students per sq. mile, and 

High - 20 or more students per sq. mile 

 

These groupings are utilized in calculating the allowances for salaries and transportation in order 

to provide more funding for the rural districts. 

 

Grade Level Differences 

Does not apply. 

 

Declining Enrollment or Growth 

Increased enrollment is addressed through statute; additional funds are provided for counties 

experiencing enrolment growth.  The foundation formula is based on enrolment; therefore, 

declining enrollment generates decreased basic state aid. 

 

Capital Outlay and/or Debt Service 

The funding formula does not provide funds for either capital outlay or debt service. 

 

Transportation 

Districts are divided into four groups based on student population density (see above) and are 

used to determine the allowance for student transportation operating costs by multiplying actual 

expenditures by the following percentages:  

 

   

Sparse - 95% 

Low - 92.50% 

Medium - 90%, and; 

High - 87.50% 

 

 

An additional allowance of 10% is provided for the districts that use alternative fuels or transport 

students to and from multi-county vocational centers and exclude the allowance for additional 

buses from the allowance limit of 1/3 above the state average on a per mile basis.  Also, one half 

of 1.0% of each district’s total transportation allowance must be reserved for expenditures for 

trips related to academic classroom curriculum. 

 

Student-Based Components 
 

Special Education 



An allowance is provided for advanced placement at 1.0% of the state average per pupil state aid 

times the number of students enrolled in advanced placement, dual credit and international 

baccalaureate programs. 

 

Although not a part of the Public School Support Program, a provision is included in WVC §18-

20-5 that requires the State to make an appropriation to the Department of Education to be 

distributed to the county boards in accordance with State Board Policy to support children with 

high acuity needs that exceed the capacity of the school district to provide with available funds. 

Each county board is required to apply to the State Superintendent for receipt of this funding in a 

manner set forth by the State Superintendent that assesses and takes into account varying acuity 

levels of the exceptional students.     

 

Compensatory Education 

No specific funds are provided for compensatory education. 

 

English Language Learner/Bilingual Education 

The PSSP includes a provision that provides supplemental funding for programs for Limited 

English Proficient students where the cost of the program in a particular district exceeds the 

district’s capacity to provide the program with the funds that the district has available.  The 

statute does not require any specific amount of funding to be appropriated, but any funds so 

appropriated in any year must be distributed to the various districts in a manner that takes into 

account the varying proficiency levels of the students and the capacity of the district to deliver 

the needed programs. Districts are required to apply for the funds that are available in accordance 

with the provisions contained in State Board policy. 

 

Gifted and Talented Education 

Gifted and talented students are not specifically funded through the funding formula. 

 

Revenue and Expenditure Information 

 

State Mandates Restricting Revenue or Expenditure Increases 

There are no restrictions on the level of expenditure increases or revenues set by the funding 

formula. 

 

Property Assessment Ratios Used/Legal Standards for Property Assessment 

The County Assessor certifies the taxable assessed valuations of all property in the district.  The 

district’s local share of funding effort is 90% of the regular levy proceeds less a 5% allowance 

for discounts, exonerations, delinquencies, and payments to the Assessor’s Valuation Fund. 

 

Measure of Local Ability to Support Schools 

Certified assessed value of taxable property. 

 

School District Budget and Tax Rate Procedures/Sources of Local Revenue 

All 55 school districts are fiscally independent.  Total local levy taxes vary by property class. 

The levy rates used for calculating local share for the year were as follows: For Class I property - 



19.40¢ per $100 assessed valuation; for Class II property – 38.80¢ per $100 assessed valuation; 

and for classes III and IV property – 77,60 ¢ per $100 assessed valuation.   

 

State Support for Nonpublic Schools 

Does not apply. 

 


